
Defining a Defining a Gold StandardGold Standard
for evaluating e-learning products



1. Developmental perspective of learning1. Developmental perspective of learning
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2. Assessment aligned with instruction2. Assessment aligned with instruction
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3. Valid and reliable results3. Valid and reliable results
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1. What are the 
inferences one 
wishes to draw?

2. What evidence is 
required to draw the 
inferences ?

3. What observations are 
required to generate the 
evidence ?



4. Results presented in a useful format4. Results presented in a useful format
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Does the product meet the Does the product meet the Gold StandardGold Standard??

1. What are the instructional goals of the 
product; how is progress defined?

2. What evidence is gathered and how is it 
aligned with (a) instructional content and 
(b) instructional goals?

3. How are person measures constructed? 
(External validation of the product?)

4. How are person measures interpreted?


